This model is a representation of the first
Cathedral in the area, established in Selsey
in 681 by St Wilfred. Despite support from
the Saxon King Adelwealh (the first King

of Sussex), the area was one of the poorest,
so Wilfred used Selsey Abbey rather than
building in Chichester.

The medieval writer Bede states that one of
Wilfred’s first acts was to release 250 slaves
and baptise them. 25 Bishops served at
Selsey, including Bishop Luffa, before the
Normans founded Chichester Cathedral

in 1705.

Legend has it that the original Selsey Abbey
is now under water and during bad weather,
the bells can be heard to toll. Historians
believe that the site of the Abbey is at St
Wilfred’s Chapel in Church Norton, where
only the chancel (the space around the
altar) of a later 13th century church remains.

As no images of the Abbey exist, it is the
Church Norton chancel upon which this
model is based. Which, like Chichester
Cathedral, includes a variety of Norman,
Gothic and Modern windows.
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